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Mother Nature has kept this winter’s temperatures and 
precipitation on a roller-coaster ride! With the 2020 golf 
season almost upon us she will hopefully be kinder for the 
rest of the spring season! The Sunflower Hills Staff would 
like to extend our thanks to all patron members for their 
support of the golf course. Without our members’ support, 
positive comments and ideas, our jobs just would not be 
the same. Sunflower Hills continues to strive to bring our 
patrons a great golf facility with outstanding service at the 
best value. 
 

Winter Rates Expire March 31st 
The last day that the Sunflower Hills special “winter rates” 
will be in effect is Tuesday March 31, 2020; Standard 
rates will go into effect after this date. Beginning April 1, 
2020 Twilight will begin at 12:00pm Monday through 
Friday, 2:00pm Saturday and the Sunday Special will 
begin at 12:00pm. Come out and take advantage of the 
great rates and good weather before this offer disappears 
till next winter! 
 

Tournament Calendar  
During the next few weeks Sunflower Hills has a busy 
tournament calendar.  Please take the time to go over the 
following dates that the course will be closed.  
 
Wednesday March 11th ------ Course closed until 1:00pm 
Wednesday March 18th ------ Course closed until 1:00pm 
Wednesday March 25th ------ Course closed until 1:00pm 
Wednesday April 1st----------- Course closed until 1:00pm 
Wednesday April 8th ---------- Course closed until 6:00pm 
Wednesday April 15th  -------- Course closed until 1:00pm 
Wednesday April 22nd  ------- Course closed until 1:00pm 
Wednesday April 29th  -------- Course closed until 1:00pm 
 
It is always a good idea to call ahead and reserve a time 
whenever possible. Weekday tee times may be made up 
to ten days in advance. Holiday tee times can also be 
made ten days in advance. The privilege of having an 
opportunity to make reservations for weekends and 
holidays does not guarantee that the time requested will 
be available.  
 
We would also like to remind all of our members to make 
a special effort this time of year to repair their own ball 
mark and one other on every green.  A fresh ball mark on 
the green will heal within 24 hours if repaired immediately.  
A ball mark left unrepaired for 24 hours will take 2 weeks 
to heal. In addition, please replace your divots in the 
fairway and rake any bunkers that you might have been 
in.  The small amount of time that a player invests in these 

things not only makes the course look better but will also 
make everyone’s game more enjoyable.  
 

2020 Handicaps 
The World Handicap System is Here! Beginning in 2020 
a brand-new set of Rules for Handicapping will be 
introduced globally. Due to the changeover, if you had not 
purchased your 2020 membership by January 15, 2020 
we were forced to drop you from the handicap roster. 
Never fear, none of your handicap information will be lost 
and your handicap will be reinstated as soon as you 
purchase your 2020 membership.  
 

Welcome to a New Era in Local Golf! 
2020 will bring with it some exciting changes to golf in 
Kansas and the Kansas City Area. For over 100 years the 
area was served by three different golf associations, The 
Kansas City Golf Association, the Kansas Womens Golf 
Association and Kansas Golf Association. A merger, 
years in the making will now bring those groups together 
to form Central Links Golf. 
 
Central Links Golf will continue the tradition of those 
founding organizations by providing top-notch competitive 
opportunities for everyone. We strive to link people across 
generations, communities, and clubs through these 
competitive opportunities, and then strengthen these links 
to build a thriving golf community in our area. Learn more 
at www.centrallinksgolf.org 
 

First Tee Junior Golf Program 
Do you have children or grandchildren with an interest in 
golf? With one of the largest Junior Programs in the 
Midwest, Sunflower Hills offers lessons and leagues 
throughout the golfing season for all ages and skill levels 
of Junior golfers. These programs are held at the 
Sunflower Hills Junior Golf Course Located in the 
Wyandotte County Park Adjacent to Sunflower Hills. 
Classes are limited to the first 20 entries. Leagues are 
limited to the first 24 entries. 
 
Sunflower Hills is proud to be a programming facility for 
The First Tee of Greater Kansas City. We have one of the 
best junior facilities in the Kansas City area. Located in 
the Bonner Springs Park adjacent to Sunflower Hills, the 
Sunflower Hills Junior Course features six holes with 
three sets of tees, driving range, putting green and 
practice bunker. The Sunflower Hills Junior Golf Course 
has been a programming site since 2003 for The First Tee 
of Greater Kansas City. 
 
 

http://www.centrallinksgolf.org/
http://www.centrallinksgolf.org/
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Lessons/JuniorProgram
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Lessons/JuniorProgram
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Upcoming Patron Tournaments: 
 
Marlowe’s Mudders Tournament 
Saturday March 14th 

Entry fee for this event is 
$20.00 (plus green & cart 
fees). As Long As The 
Course Is Open, This 
Event Will Be Played 
Regardless Of The 
Weather!  If You Sign Up 
You Must Show Up! Tee 
times will be assigned for 
this event; any Sunflower 
Patron that wishes to 
participate must sign up no 
later than March 11th. 

 

Masters Pro-Am  
Saturday April 11th 
Entry fee for this event is $25.00 (plus green & cart fees.  
Entry includes prizes and dinner with beverages following 
your round.  This event is a two-man total score.  Your 
score less handicap, plus the Saturday score of a 
professional competing in the Masters (you will draw your 
partner’s name out of a hat).  All tee times until 11:00am 
will be reserved for tournament players only!  Tee times 
will be assigned for this event; any Sunflower Patron that 
wishes to participate must sign up no later than 
Wednesday, April 8th. 
 

Masters Pro-Am 
Sunday April 12th 
Entry fee for this event is $20.00 (plus green & cart fees.  
Entry fee includes prizes and dinner with beverages 
following your round.  This event is a two-man total score.  
Your score less handicap, plus the Sunday score of a 
professional competing in the Masters (you will draw your 
partner’s name out of a hat). All tee times until 11:00am 
will be reserved for tournament players only! Tee times 
will be assigned for this event; any Sunflower Patron that 
wishes to participate must sign up no later than 
Wednesday, April 8th.  Players competing in both 
Saturday's and Sunday's events will be eligible for a two-
day event.  
 

Golf Leagues Available for 2020 
Looking to play in a golf league in 2020? We have several 
options available: 
 

Danny’s 9 Hole League 
Monday Evenings - Weekly April 27th to August 24th  
One time league fee of $45, Weekly fee of $23 (includes 
green & cart fees). This 17 week league is a 5:30pm tee 

time start consisting of various individual and 2 person 
team formats. 
 

Golf Status Two Person 9 Hole League 
Wednesday Evenings-Weekly April 29th to August 
19th  
One time league fee of $45, Weekly fee of $23 (includes 
green & cart fees). This 17 week league is a 5:30pm 
shotgun start consisting of various 2 person team formats. 
 

Beginners 6 Hole League 
Tuesday Evenings – Weekly May 28th to August 13th 
One time league fee of $25, Weekly fee of $17 (includes 
green & cart fees). This 12 week league consists of 
various individual formats with 6:00pm shotgun starts. 
 

Thursday Ladies Golf League 
Did you know that Sunflower Hills has a Thursday 
morning Ladies League?  Let your wife, sister, cousin, 
mother, daughter and/or your friend know this too.  The 
Ladies League plays 18 holes Thursday mornings and 
officially starts in May running through October.  For more 
information please contact Pat Seber-Bradley 
psbradley@att.net.  We look forward to having you join 
us. 
 

Group Lessons  

For those of you who have a novice or beginner interested 
in golf, Sunflower Hills is offering Beginning Group 
Lessons. These Coed programs allow the student with 
little or no golf experience to learn the basics of the game 
of golf. These classes will give the student the basic 
knowledge of the swing, terminology and etiquette giving 
the golfer more confidence to move from the range to the 
first tee. 
 

If You're Not Playing By The 
Rules... 

You're Not Playing Golf! 
 

     
GOLF'S NEW RULES 

Golf's Modernized Rules Released 
The USGA and The R&A have unveiled the new Rules 

of Golf, to be implemented January 1, 2020. 
 
The USGA and The R&A finalized golf’s new Rules this 
month after an extensive review that included a request 
for feedback from the global golf community on the 
proposed changes. Golfers can now access the official 
2020 Rules of Golf by visiting RandA.org or 
usga.org/rules. 

https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Leagues/Dannys
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Leagues/Dannys
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Leagues/WednesdayEvening
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Leagues/WednesdayEvening
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Leagues/TuesdayEvening
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Leagues/TuesdayEvening
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Leagues/ThursdayLadies
https://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/Lessons/Group
http://www.randa.org/
http://www.usga.org/rules
http://www.usga.org/rules
http://www.RandA.org
http://www.usga.org/rules
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The process to modernize the Rules began in 2012 and 
was initiated to ensure that the Rules are easier to 
understand and apply for all golfers and to make the game 
more attractive and accessible for newcomers. While the 
majority of proposed Rules remain intact in the final 
version, several important changes to the initial proposals 
and further clarification of many Rules were incorporated. 
The most significant adjustments made following review 
of the feedback received from golfers around the world 
include: 
 
Dropping Procedure: When taking relief (from an 
abnormal course condition or penalty area, for example), 
golfers will now drop from knee height. This will ensure 
consistency and simplicity in the dropping process while 
also preserving the randomness of the drop. (Key change: 
the proposed Rules released in 2017 suggested dropping 
from any height). 
 
Measuring in taking relief: The golfer’s relief area will be 
measured by using the longest club in his/her bag (other 
than a putter) to measure one club-length or two club-
lengths, depending on the situation, providing a 
consistent process for golfers to establish his/her relief 
area. (Key change: the proposed Rules released in 2017 
suggested a 20-inch or 80-inch standard measurement). 
 
Removing the penalty for a double hit: The penalty 
stroke for accidentally striking the ball more than once in 
the course of a stroke has been removed. Golfers will 
simply count the one stroke they made to strike the ball. 
(Key change: the proposed Rules released in 2017 
retained the existing one-stroke penalty). 
 
Balls Lost or Out of Bounds: Alternative to Stroke and 
Distance: A new Local Rule will now be available in 
January 2020, permitting committees to allow golfers the 
option to drop the ball in the vicinity of where the ball is 
lost or out of bounds (including the nearest fairway area), 
under a two-stroke penalty. It addresses concerns raised 
at the club level about the negative impact on pace of play 
when a player is required to go back under stroke and 
distance. The Local Rule is not intended for higher levels 
of play, such as professional or elite level competitions. 
(Key change: this is a new addition to support pace of 
play) 
 
“We’re thankful for the golfers, administrators and 
everyone in the game who took the time to provide us with 
great insight and thoughtful feedback,” said Thomas 
Pagel, USGA Senior Director of Rules & Amateur Status. 
“We couldn’t be more excited to introduce the new Rules 
ahead of their education and implementation.” 
 
David Rickman, Executive Director – Governance at The 
R&A, said, “We are pleased to be introducing the new 
Rules of Golf after a collaborative and wide-ranging 

review process which has embraced the views of golfers, 
Rules experts and administrators worldwide. We believe 
that the new Rules are more in tune with what golfers 
would like and are easier to understand and apply for 
everyone who enjoys playing this great game.” 
 
Major proposals introduced in 2017 that have been 
incorporated into the modernized Rules include: 
 
Elimination or reduction of “ball moved” penalties: 
There will be no penalty for accidentally moving a ball on 
the putting green or in searching for a ball; and a player 
will not be responsible for causing a ball to move unless it 
is “virtually certain” that he or she did so. 
 
Relaxed putting green rules: There will be no penalty if 
a ball played from the putting green hits an unattended 
flagstick in the hole; players may putt without having the 
flagstick attended or removed. Players may repair spike 
marks and other damage made by shoes, animal damage 
and other damage on the putting green and there is no 
penalty for merely touching the line of putt. 
 
Relaxed rules for “penalty areas” (currently called 
“water hazards”): Red- and yellow-marked penalty 
areas may cover areas of desert, jungle, lava rock, etc., 
in addition to areas of water; expanded use of red penalty 
areas where lateral relief is allowed; and there will be no 
penalty for moving loose impediments or touching the 
ground or water in a penalty area. 
 
Relaxed bunker rules: There will be no penalty for 
moving loose impediments in a bunker or for generally 
touching the sand with a hand or club. A limited set of 
restrictions (such as not grounding the club right next to 
the ball) is kept to preserve the challenge of playing from 
the sand; however, an extra relief option is added for an 
unplayable ball in a bunker, allowing the ball to be played 
from outside the bunker with a two-stroke penalty. 
 
Relying on player integrity: A player’s “reasonable 
judgment” when estimating or measuring a spot, point, 
line, area or distance will be upheld, even if video 
evidence later shows it to be wrong; and elimination of 
announcement procedures when lifting a ball to identify it 
or to see if it is damaged. 
 
Pace-of-play support: Reduced time for searching for a 
lost ball (from five minutes to three); affirmative 
encouragement of “ready golf” in stroke play; 
recommending that players take no more than 40 
seconds to play a stroke and other changes intended to 
help with pace of play. 
 
Presented in digital, text-based form today, the new Rules 
will also now be translated into more than 30 languages 
and readied for final delivery via print and digital formats, 
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including searchable Rules of Golf official apps developed 
by the USGA and The R&A. 
 
Three important publications, to be distributed this fall, will 
help players as well as officials and provide interpretation 
and guidance in how the Rules are applied: 
 
The Player’s Edition of the Rules of Golf: An abridged, 
user-friendly set of the Rules with shorter sentences, 
commonly used phrases, and diagrams. Written in the 
“second person,” The Player’s Edition is intended to be 
the primary publication for golfers. 
 
The Rules of Golf: The full edition of the Rules will be 
written in the third person and include illustrations. It is 
intended to be a more thorough version of the revised 
Rules. 
 
The Official Guide to the Rules of Golf: This “guidebook” 
replaces the Decisions book and will contain information 
to best support committees and officials. It includes 
interpretations of the Rules, Committee procedures 
(available Local Rules and information on establishing the 
terms of the competition), and the Modified Rules of Golf 
for Players with Disabilities. It is a comprehensive 
resource document intended as a supplementary 
publication. 
 
More than 30 “how-to-apply” videos and a summary of the 
principal changes are now available at usga.org/rules. 
Additional educational tools will be released in 
September. 
 

Have a great March! 
We hope to see you soon! 

e-mail us (info@sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com) 
 

You Can Also Find Sunflower Hills: 
 

 

 

 

Looking for a Full Featured 
Golf App? 

Give GolfStatus a try! 

http://www.usga.org/rules
http://www.sunflowerhillsgolfcourse.com/
https://www.instagram.com/sunflowerhillsgc/
https://www.facebook.com/Sunflower-Hills-Golf-Course-317500674904/
https://twitter.com/Sunflowerhills

